October 2011 Minutes

Tuesday, October 11, 2011

12:59 PM

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:
· Freddie Landry
· Tom Lief
· Damon Marsala
· George McHugh
· Lloyd Hernandez
 
 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PARTICIPATING VIA CONFERENCE CALL:
· Lance Nickelson
· Shelley Mockler
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT:
· Lana Bel
· Kathleen Leary
 
OBH / HQ STAFF ATTENDING:
· Dr. Rochelle Head-Dunham, OBH Medical Director (Conference Call)
· Galen Schum, Director of OBH Field Services
· Daryl Koerth
 
GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE:
· Marolon Mangham
 
I.  SERENITY PRAYER & ROLL CALL
 

Freddie Landry called the meeting to order. Tom Lief led the Commission members and guests in the Serenity Prayer. Daryl Koerth conducted roll call.

 

II. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MINUTES
 

The members of the Commission reviewed the September 2011 meeting minutes of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders. Ms. Landry called for a motion to approve the minutes. Lloyd Hernandez made a motion to approve the minutes. Tom Lief seconded the motion. All were in favor, and the motion to approve the September 2011 meeting minutes passed.

 

III. NEW BUSINESS
 

ADRA/LASACT Monthly Report. Marolon Mangham gave the Commission a brief update on the LASACT 2012 Conference. According to Ms. Mangham, the conference's planning committee is already looking for a date to hold next year's conference. She stated that the theme for next year's conference will be "practical application." She also stated that IC&RC has another meeting in two weeks; they will be voting on the standards for the Peer Recovery Support Specialist (PRSS), and she will be in attendance. Dr. Rochelle Head-Dunham, OBH Medical Director, stated that the Addiction Technology Transfer Centers will be sponsoring several lectures soon, and asked Ms. Mangham if the IC&RC has a list of names of experts on PRSS. Ms. Mangham stated she could gather some names for Dr. Dunham, and asked Dr. Dunham to send her an email detailing the specific nature of her request.

 

Update on Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership. Galen Schum, OBH Director of Field Services, gave the Commission a brief update on the Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership. Mr. Schum stated that the selection of the Statewide Management Organization (SMO) has been completed, that Magellan Health Services was the vendor selected to be the Louisiana SMO, and that the Office of Behavioral Health was currently involved in the contract negotiation process with Magellan. He also gave the Commission basic information about the service delivery structure under the SMO, and stated that the implementation date for this new structure is planned for March 1, 2012.

 

Ms. Landry stated that she has been attending the Mental Health Planning Council's meetings, and that during the next meeting the Council will present new bylaws  that address the change from a mental health focus to a behavioral health focus. She encouraged the other Commission members to attend meetings whenever possible.

 

Commission Annual Report. George McHugh reminded the Commission of the impending report that the Commission must generate for the Legislature, Secretary of DHH, and Governor's Office by March 1, 2012. He stated that the Commission should start by identifying types of information available from OBH, such as a monthly utilization report on services statewide. He also raised a concern regarding not knowing much about most of the private providers of services in Louisiana. Tom Lief seconded this concern, and asked Dr. Dunham if there may be a list of treatment providers in Louisiana. Dr. Dunham stated that she would have her administrative assistant forward a list to the Commission members. Freddie Landry suggested that the Commission members attend the coming Public Forums as venues for gathering valuable information for the report, as well as an opportunity to speak directly with the Regional Managers and other key OBH staff.

 

Dr. Dunham reminded the Commission of recent changes brought about by the integration of mental health and addiction services. First, she stated, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), which funds the SAPT and CMHS Block Grants, has begun including mental health in National Recovery Month. To follow this trend, OBH recently hosted an art show called "The Art of Recovery," featuring artwork from individuals in recovery. Another change SAMHSA implemented this year was the merger of the SAPT and CMHS Block Grant applications - traditionally separate processes - into a single application. She stated that although the applications have been combined into one, the funding mandates (how services are funded, etc.) will remain the same for now. Finally, she stated that the Public Forums, which are mandated by the SAPT Block Grant, may well include mental health to match the aforementioned trends.

 

Mr. McHugh stated that the Commission also needs to be aware of statute, citing several responsibilities of the Commission that are outlined in legislation. He said he will make a copy of the statute available to anyone who requests it.

 

Ms. Landry made a statement about the scattered nature of prevention funding and infrastructure statewide, and asked Mr. Schum if there was any update regarding the prevention grant the office had applied for. Mr. Schum stated he could ask Dr. Leslie Freeman, Director of Prevention Services, to present some information about the status of the grant and prevention infrastructure for the next meeting. Tom Lief stated it would also be nice to know if the drug courts hold open meetings that Commission members could attend.

 

IV. NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
 

The next meeting of the Louisiana Commission on Addictive Disorders was discussed, and the date, time, and location were set. The next meeting will take place in Baton Rouge, at OBH Headquarters, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., on Tuesday, November 15, 2011.

 

V. ADJOURNMENT
 

Freddie Landry called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lloyd Hernandez made the motion to adjourn, and Tom Lief seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:47 p.m.

